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n, members of the Committes —For the record | am Ed Butcher——WinEfred;

2 again to see these anti-term limits bills surface in the face of the most popular grass-roct

of any po%iticai issue. Term Limits is only hated by lobbyists, bureaucrats, and politicia:

want to go home and become profe
cof Term Limits

sional legislators for the rest of their lives. Let's lock

ed Chairman of Montanans for Term Limits; we easily collected signatures to putih
inittative an the ballot. 1t easily passed with 67% of the votes. It was also a National movement with 1

“atives and 3 other states passing statutory Term Limits by initiative with large vot«

’ L]
utory states overturned it by large margins. Howew

woyears the State legislators in

tutional Term Limits the special interests spent millions of dollars trying to'get v

5 {mc;udmg California} continually rejected these attempts. '

the 2003 legislature referred = raferendum to extend the legislative terms to 12 years wh
ated by 69% of Montara voters —a 2% inerease over the original vote in the face of
ks on term limits by front pages and editorial pages of all the media as well as a big
"legislators all blaming all the problems of governing the State on Term Limits causing

wstitutional memory.. Etc”

I have always maintained you can judge the character and merits of an issue by the opponents. Since

voter

vally demonstrate over-whelming support, let’s review who is actually opposed to Term
“ial interest Lobbyists who o

continually frustrated having to “re-educate” new groups -

waturally suspicious of their motivations, (2) the bureaucracy which does not have
levelop supporters of their agencies in the Legrsiators and each session have to deferid the

2 husigets and new programs to suspicious legislators; and (3) of course the elected officials wis

in to think they are indispensa and have grown to like power and do not want 1o

veur anc control takes years to

leve and legislators long for the good o[d pre-term limit
dozen legislators negotiated and mrough political trading have maneuvered thcn sely

+

reer was as a political history professor researching and teaching courses on the political
s fascinating to observe how a handful of strong individuals manipulate themselves ir

¢ 1960s and 1970s, I spent time observing the North Dakota political process where

's basically die in office or gp to @ nursing home. During the 1980’s and 1990's, | spen! .

e hanging around the Montana Legislature watching the power structure operate—both as .
controlled and Republican controlled. | have to admit that it was a lot more fun when J

nahan, and the rest of the Butte boys were in power and the rest of the legislators sper

me partying and waiting marching orders. Of course if a Legislator crossed the




leade they did not get committee assignments or their legislation passed—basically locked in =
close those who were independent thinkers left in d;sgust Speaking of parties and closets, J.[
had a oy to his private liquor closet on the 3" floor which he would stop at and rewards his friends wi

@ way to afternoon committee hearings—this is institutional memory!

he voters deserved a betier legislative environment and during my ten years in the

s end energy which all of you in this room have brought to th

erm Limits. Yes, we may

1iave more division in policy because you are representing
1is’ concerns. Before you jump o n the anti-term limit band-wagon, you should consic
v would not be here if it were not for Term.Limits and those replaced were not

indispen
When we drafted Term-Limits, we carefully constructed this system not to deny anyone the right to
= islature for as long as you want—you only have to change houses each 8 years which

accomplishes our goal of breaking up a corrupt power system. Most important it opens the process f-
new legislators to compete for open seats

to lock at is the corrupted process in Washington which has a public approval of less thar

nd why we need term limits. The tens of millions of ddllars would not be spent in

| interests to protect i investment if Congress were term limited. | know both

and | can assure you t nyone in this body can easily do as well as those two in

tof

<o bot anyore of you would hav I a special interest group to put five to ten millio

imum behind your candidacy. Incumbents are extremely difficult to defeat since statisticall,

rcumbent are re-elected-—so much for the ridiculous statement that elections term-limit.

Limit bill before this committee is the worst of the anti-term limit proposals. To begin with

the old power structures and the control of lobbyists and bureaucrats in a corrupt

sixteen years is the same as "6 term ism:tswonce anyone has served 8 years they m
nost of their energy and ideas. Half way through the first session, a Iegnslator isupto
speed resh iceas is most important. More is the concern of having a life-time ban on the bright
young ieglsiators in this body after their 16 years. It is good to have former legislators return in lates
years to b ug their world experiences back into this body—Rep O’Hare is an example of a former
legisiator bringing his expertise back to a future legislature twenty years later and as my seat mate

during my last session, | appreciated his insight.

g

ize the péfitics which will be involved in this issue—I would ask each of the legislators if

want to run for office with a vote against term limits in favor of “Professional Politicians.” =

iittle uncomfortable being blasted in their local media over this vote when nearly 70% of th
voters strongly support limits on their elected officials. It could be difficult for a candidate to tell h'g
ey are not smart enough to'understand how important the candtdate is to the polit

what happened in the 2004 Montana primary to anti-term limit candidates trying to

eir vote on this issue and explain why they want to bring the mess voters despise in D.C, i«

.




survive their primary in the face of the-69% vote again:

Vlimitvote.

- would urge this Committee to table this mis-guided legislation supporting egotistical
¢ who think they are indispensable and supporting the frustrated special interest groups whi

d-picked legislators to advance their agenda’s at the expense of Montana voters and taxpaye




